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OOLOGICAL NOTES. 
By ALFRED J. Norru, F.L.S., AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM, SYDNEY. 


With the exception of an immature egg of Fudynamis cyano- 
cephala previously described by me,* the eggs of the following 
species are now, so far as I am aware, described for the first time. 


EUDYNAMIS CYANOCEPHALA, Latham. 


Flinder’s Cuckoo is freely distributed during the spring and 
summer months throughout the coastal scrubs of Eastern Aus- 
tralia, its range also extending around the northern and extreme 
north-western portions of the continent and to New Guinea and 
Timor. In New South Wales it generally arrives during the 
latter part of September, and is more frequently met with in the 
tropical and luxuriant brushes of the northern coastal rivers; 
localities where the wild fig, native cherry and numerous other 
fruit and berry-bearing trees and shrubs abound, and which 
afford this species an abundant supply of food. It does not 
confine its diet entirely to wild fruits and berries, for in the high 
table-lands of the New England District it freely enters gardens 
and orchards in search of food, committing great depredations 
among cultivated fruits, especially plums and cherries. About 
the end of February it retires northwards again. Hitherto the 
only egg of this parasitic Cuckoo I had ever seen was an imma- 
ture one obtained by Mr. George Masters at Gayndah, Queensland, 
on the 25th of November, 1870. Having shot at a female and 
broken her wing, while pursuing her on the ground the egg was 
dropped. For an opportunity of examining a normal egg of this 
Cuckoo I am indebted to Mr. S. W. Jackson, who recently watched 
and waited while one of these parasites deposited her egg in the 


* Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W. Vol. ii. 2nd Series, p. 544 (1887). 
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deep cup-shaped nest of the Green-backed Oriole (.Mimeta viridis), 
one of the most notorious orchard marauders in New South Wales, 
From Mr. Jackson’s letter accompanying this egg, I have extracted 
the following information :— 

“While collecting on the 3lst of October, 1894, in a scrub 
near South Grafton I heard the loud and peculiar ‘coo-ee” of 
Flinder’s Cuckoo, and upon approaching a large ‘ Box-tree” 
(Eucalyptus robusta), I observed in it a pair of Hudynamis 
cyanocephala, the female being perched close to a nest of Mimeta 
viridis. Thinking perhaps that the Cuckoo had laid in it, I 
climbed the tree, and found that the nest contained three fresh 
eggs of the Oriole; these I left and descended to the ground. The 
female Cuckoo, which I had frightened away when starting to 
climb the tree, now returned, and calling to her mate both sat 
near the nest. After watching them for a few minutes the male 
flew away, and to my joy the female took possession of the 
Oriole’s nest. Idid not leave the spot, but sat down in the shade 
of the Eucalyptus, and after waiting about half-an-hour got up 
and suddenly clapped my hands, but she would not leave the 
nest. I started again to climb the tree, when off she flew and 
never returned. Upon reaching the nest, and making a further 
examination of its contents, I was greatly delighted to find that 
in addition to the three eggs of the Oriole it now contained the 
previously unknown egg of Flinder’s Cuckoo. During the time 
the Cuckoo had possession of the Oriole’s nest both the male and 
the female of the latter sat in the tree, but did not interfere with 
the occupant of the nest.” 

The egg of Hudynumis cyanocephala is oval in form and of a 
pale reddish-salmon ground colour, minutely dotted and spotted 
with different shades of reddish and purplish-brown, the latter 
colour predominating and appearing as if beneath the surface of 
the shell; the smaller end of the egg is more sparingly marked, 
but towards its thicker axis are a few small blotches of umber 
brown. There are many indistinct underlying blotches and 
smears of dull purplish-brown, of which the largest is a longitu- 
dinal marking measuring 1:1 inch in length by 0-4 inch in 
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breadth. The egg measures 1:36 inch in length by 1:02 inch in 
breadth, and without its underlying blotches and smears some- 
what resembles those of the Friar Bird (7'ropidorhynchus corni- 
culatus ). 

The Oriole’s eggs from the above nest are of the usual variety 
found, being of a creamy-brown ground colour, minutely dotted 
and boldly blotched all over with different shades of umber-brown, 
intermingled with underlying markings of deep biuish-grey. 
Length, (A) 1:35 x 0°98 inch; (B) 1:4 x 1:03 inch; (C) 1-43 x 
1-01 inch. 

It will be observed that the egg of Flinder’s Cuckoo is the same 
size as those of Mimeta viridis, although as a rule the eggs of 
Australian Cuckoos are larger than those of the birds in whose 
nests they are deposited. In the choice of a foster-parent for its 
young #udynamis cyanocephala has, however, exercised great 
discrimination in selecting a species that, like itself, depends 
entirely on fruits and berries for its subsistence during the spring 
and summer months. 


MEGALURUS GALACTOTES, Temminck. 


Although the range of the Tawny Grass-bird extends over the 
greater portion of Northern and Eastern Queensland, and Northern 
New South Wales, it is of so shy and retiring disposition that it 
is a species seldom met with, and only on one occasion have I 
heard of its nest and eggs being found. The late Mr. George 
Barnard, of Coomooboolaroo, Queensland, shortly before his 
decease informed me that while collecting specimens of Micro- 
lepidoptera on his station on the 26th of October, 1893, he flushed 
one of these birds from the rush-bordered bank of a dry creek, 
and, after a diligent search, succeeded in finding its nest at the 
bottom of a tuft of long rushes. The nest was a deep cup-shaped 
structure, slightly domed or narrowed at the top, and was out- 
wardly composed of dried swamp grasses, lined inside with 
feathers, and contained three fresh eggs, two of which he unfortu- 
nately broke. The remaining egg has recently been forwarded 
to me for examination by Mr. Charles Barnard. It is precisely 
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similar in colour and markings to those of its southern congener 
M. gramineus, but is slightly larger, being of a reddish-white 
ground colour, freckled all over with purplish-red markings, which 
predominate as usual on the thicker end of the egy. Length, 
0-8 x 0°58 inch. 


PLATALEA MELANORHYNCBHA, Reichenbach. 


The Black-faced Spoonbill is generally distributed in favourable 
situations over the north-eastern and northern portions of the 
Australian Continent, its range extending also to the Aru Islands, 
where several examples were procured by the late Mr. S. White, 
and which are now contained in the Reference Collection of the 
Australian Museum. In New South Wales it is a comparatively 
rare species, and is seldom met with except on the mangrove flats 
and swamps adjacent to the northern coastal rivers, but recently 
it has been found breeding on an inland swamp near the extreme 
southern boundary of the colony. For an opportunity of examin- 
ing and describing the eggs of this species I am indebted to Mr. 
James Kershaw, of the National Museum, Melbourne, who has 
kindly forwarded me a set, together with the following note :— 
“The eggs of Platalea melanorhyncha I sent you last week were 
obtained by Mr. H. Q. Evered, who has supplied me with the 
following information relative to the taking of them :— While 
duck shooting on Christmas Day, 1893, on one of the swamps 
along the banks of the Murray River, about sixty miles above 
Echuca, and when nearing an Ibis rookery, the man who was 
poling the boat drew my attention to a bird flying with the White 
Ibis (Threskiornis strictipennis) which we had disturbed; at the 
same time informing me that the bird was almost a stranger in 
those parts, and that he had not seen a specimen for the previous 
four or five years. As it would not leave the spot, but continued 
fiying in a circle, we thought there might possibly be a nest near 
at hand, so we concealed our boat in a bed of reeds and watched. 
After a little while all the Ibis, and lastly the bird which I now 
recognised to be a Spoonbill, settled in an adjacent bed of reeds. 
We now approached as noiselessly as possible, and when within 
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about forty yards it again rose with the Ibis, and I was successful 
in shooting it. Upon examining the place, we found the nest of 
the Spoonbill built amongst those of the White Ibis; it was an 
open flat structure, composed of broken down reeds and twigs, 
measuring two feet across, and was placed about three feet above 
the water. The eggs, three in number, were in an advanced state 
of incubation. All the nests of the White Ibis contained young 
birds from one to two weeks old.” 

The eggs of Platalea melanorhyncha are similar to those of its 
near ally P. leucorodia, of Europe and Southern Asia; they are 
elongate-oval in form, slightly pointed at the smaller end, and of 
a dull chalky-white ground colour, with ill-defined blotches and 
smears of yellow- and pale reddish-brown almost uniformly distri- 
buted over the surface of the shell; one specimen (C) 1s more 
sparingly but distinctly marked, and has a few bold darker 
blotches on the large end. Length, (A) 2°73 x 1:73 inch; (B) 
2°65 x 1:68 inch; (C) 2°6 x 1-7 inch. 

It is remarkabie the partiality Spoonbills have for breeding in 
company with Ibises. Mr. Hume in his “Nests and Eggs of 
Indian Birds” records Platalea leucorodia breeding on trees in 
company with the Pelican-Ibis (Tantalus leucocephalus), also near 
colonies of the Shell-Ibis (Anastomus oscitans). 


ARDETTA PUSILLA, Vieillot. 


Though a comparatively rare species the Minute Bittern is 
widely distributed in suitable localities over most parts of Eastern 
Australia. In New South Wales it still frequents the neighbour- 
hood of Sydney, specimens having been recently presented to the 
Trustees of the Australian Museum that were procured on the 
marshy grounds at the mouth of Cook’s River during January, 
1895. <A freshly shot specimen was also received in the same 
month from a correspondent at N arromine, a pastoral and agri- 
cultural district, situated on the banks of the Macquarie River, 
and about 300 miles west of Sydney. It appears, however, to be 
more freely distributed on the swamps in the vicinity of the 
Murray River, for on several occasions Mr. Evered has been 
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successful in finding its nests and eggs near Mathoura. Mer. 
Kershaw, to whom I am also indebted for the loan of the eggs of 
this species for description, has kindly sent the following note 
relative to the taking of them :—*“ Mr. H. G. Evered found the 
nest of the Minute Bittern, containing four fresh eggs, in a swamp 
near Mathoura, New South Wales, during November, 1893. It 
was an open nest, composed of dead leaves of aquatic plants, and 
grasses and herbage growing about the swamp, and was fastened 
to several reeds just above the surface of the water. The bird 
was seen on the nest, and one was captured alive.” 

The eggs of the Minute Bittern are oval in form and pure 
white, the texture of the shell being very fine and the surface 
dull and lustreless. Length, (A) 1:13 x 0-98 inch; (B) 1:26 x 
l inch. Like the eggs of all birds laid in similar situations, they 
soon become dirty and nest-stained. 


